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No.23A  ARCHDIOCESE OF BANGALORE APRIL -2020

Dear Rev. Fathers/Brothers/Sisters/Lay Faithful,

Peace of Christ!

The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi announced on 14" April that the current
lockdown will be extended till May 3. He, however, said that some relaxations might
be considered in some non-hotspots after 20" April.

To ensure compliance with the Government’s instruction to stay at home, we
have stopped all public spiritual services in our churches and chapels, with the exception
of conducting funeral services at home or in the cemetery with a handful of mourners
by following social distancing and by taking the other necessary precautionary
measures. As regards marriages and baptisms, especially of those that are fixed up in
this season, you can go ahead, providing the permission from the Police Department is
obtained, which is normally given for limited number of attendees with social distancing
etc. You will find more information and clarifications below.

1. ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM AND BLESSING
OF MARRIAGES

No one ever thought that this situation would arise by not having such solemn
public celebrations in our parish churches due to coronavirus lockdown. Therefore, with
the order of the extension of the lockdown period, | am constrained to issue some
directives to be followed in our Archdiocese to administer the Sacraments, especially
Baptisms and Weddings:

1:1: If the people wish to postpone the dates of Baptisms and Weddings to a later date,
it is okay with us.

1:2: In case, the dates for Baptisms and Weddings are already arranged, during this
extended lockdown period, and that such celebrations cannot be postponed due to
unavoidable personal reasons, those Baptisms and Marriages can be conducted.
In the case of marriages, the Bride and the Bridegroom should have already
contacted the Parish Priest and have fulfilled the church formalities. Besides,
the parties are also requested to get the police permission and give assurance
that they follow their instructions very strictly. The parties are advised to
restrict the number of attendees, and to maintain social distancing and to take the
other necessary precautionary measures.

1:3: As regards the publication of Banns, the Parish Priests are advised not to post them
on the social media, but to contact a few reliable parishioners, especially the zonal
representatives over the phone, to ascertain the freedom of state of the wedding
parties. However, Dispensation from the banns must be obtained.




1:4: Preparation for the reception of the sacraments is very important. Hence, the Parish
Priests are requested to find ways and means to instruct the candidates and their
parents sufficiently; if necessary, through phone and SMS messages.

1:5: The Parish Priests can also get the Impediments of Disparity of Cult and Mixed
Religion from the Vicars General; and the Dispensation from Impediment of
affinity and the publication of Banns from the Vicars General and the Chancellor.
At this crucial juncture, | have authorized them to grant such dispensations
through emails.

1:6: All the necessary documents should be prepared and kept in the parish office. If the
documents cannot be transmitted to the place of marriage, the parish priest can
give the delegation over the phone.

1:7: In the case of Baptisms, the appropriate place for Baptism is: the proper Parish
Church. It is better to request the parties to seek the permission of the Police too,
so that the norms of “social distancing” and the number of people participating in
the ceremony are determined beforehand. Where and when it is not possible to
celebrate the same in the Churches / Chapels, due to the ill-health of the
mother/child, the Priests may be permitted to baptize the child at home (only in
this COVID-19 period), provided a written permission (by email) is obtained from
the Archdiocese. Please ensure that proper entries are made in the Parish Baptism
Register.

1:8: In all such cases of Baptisms and Marriages, the parties are requested to postpone
the social celebrations like marriage reception, cradling ceremony to a suitable
date after the post coronavirus lockdown period.

1:9: If there are any clarifications regarding the administration of the Sacraments, the
Parish Priests are requested to contact Rev Fr. Arokiaraj Satis Kumar, Chancellor,
well in advance (Mob.: 9945176991, E-mail: aroksatish@gmail.com).

2. RINGING OF CHURCH BELLS

We ring the church bells to remind the people to pray, and also to invite them to
participate in the church services. It conveys to the people the joyful celebrations of the
sacred liturgies and other solemn celebrations. It is also rung to express our deep sorrow
when someone dies, and to invite the people to pray for the departed soul. These are
some of the occasions the church bells are normally rung. Of course, it is a long standing
tradition that the Catholic churches ring their church bells from bell towers three times
aday, at 6:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., summoning the Christian faithful to recite
the Lord's Prayer, or the Angelus, a prayer recited in honour of the Incarnation of God.

It has been brought to my notice that the ringing of the church bells was stopped
in some parishes during the lockdown period, and there were also many requests to



resume its ringing forthwith. And, therefore, may I request the parish priests to ring the
church bells, at least, for the Angelus during this lockdown period, unless they are
constrained due to exceptional reasons beyond control.

3. VOCATIONS FOR PRIESTHOOD & RELIGIOUS LIFE

Sunday, May 3 is the Good Shephard Sunday, normally observed as the
Vocation Sunday. Please pray very specially for Vocation in our Archdiocese. This
year, it is not possible to conduct vocation camps nor to call the prospective candidates
for Priesthood and Religious life for interviews. The Parish Priests are kindly requested
to keep contact with such candidates (who have completed SSLC, PUC and Graduation)
and to send their names and other details to Rev Fr. Arokiaraj Satis Kumar, Rector,
Bhakti Bhavan, at the mobile number and email given above. In due time, we shall let
you know when Bhakti Bhavan will open in the new academic year. Similarly,
vocations to Priesthood & Religious life for the Religious Congregations are also to be
encouraged and those that show positive inclination are to be directed to the concerned
Religious Congregations.

4. PROGRAMMES BY ARCHDIOCESAN COMMISSION THROUGH
YOUTUBE AND MULTIMEDIA IN THE CORONA LOCK DOWN PERIOD

In spite of the inconveniences caused in this coronavirus crisis season, it is a
welcome fact that the whole family is forced to stay together, within the precincts of
their homes, with the elders, youth and children. Naturally, within the family, each one
has a space and slot of time for oneself and for all at home. This time has to be fruitfully
utilized for the growth and well-being of the family members, beginning with little ones.

With this in mind, the Archdiocesan Pastoral Commissions are planning, besides
liturgical animation, following web-based programs (YouTube, Facebook, WhatsApp
etc.) for the benefit of all sections of the family, like:

Marriage Preparation Course for registered couples

Catechism lesson in-puts for school children

Bible Quiz for children and adults

Bible Stories

Lives of Saints

Family Choir Competition

Family Photos Competition (in various situations) during Coronavirus lockdown

NoakowhE

You can also send your suggestions to the Archdiocesan Website App.

5. PRAYER OF BLESSING OF HOMES AND FAMILY MEMBERS

Now that it is clear that we may not be able to have the Blessing of Families in
the near future, many have begun to ask, can our families still be blessed? We have
drafted a short Prayer Service in Kannada, Tamil & English (Cf. Annexure 1), which
can be used by the families to seek a blessing on all the family members and also their



houses or dwellings. | would propose that this can be done in every family on Sunday,
26" April 2020; or Sunday, 3" May 2020 before the Rosary in the evening.

| request the Parish Priests to take the printouts of the prayer service and share it
with their parishioners or transmit to them by WhatsApp or Email.

6. CONCESSIONS IN FEES AND THE EDUCATION FOR THE POOR

The Coronavirus break down has turned upside down our world. People are
already staring at a bleak future that may come after this crisis period, with depleted
incomes, loss of jobs, and general poverty. During and after the lockdown period, we
will see more poor people around us! Our educational institutions will also have to bear
a lot of burdens, by way of salaries and allied expenses for the education ministry. All
the same, it was already decided, even before the Coronavirus crisis period by the
Archdiocesan Board of Education in consultation with the Educational Institutions of
the Religious, that education of the poor Catholic children in our institutions would be
subsidized to the extent possible.

The commencement of our educational institutions will hopefully be announced
soon. The Archdiocesan and Religious educational institutions have considered it
appropriate that we open doors to all the Catholics in our institutions, and also extend
to the poor Catholics some concessions in fees, provided their claims are supported by
documents, such as salary slips or BPL cards. Such concessions will also be open to the
Catholic families who have more children studying in the same institutions. Details of
what and who can expect to get the concessions in our institutions as per the Common
Policy of the Archdiocese and the Religious Congregations is attached (Cf. Annexure
I1) along with this Circular.

While the Church has always been kind and considerate to the poor, it is the duty
of the Christians, who can afford, to support our institutions by paying the fees on time,
and remitting it in full. 1t will certainly help us a lot.

7. SEEKING YOUR GENEROUS MATERIAL AND FINANCIAL
CONTRIBUTIONS

I need not explain to you the plight of the daily-wage workers and the stranded
migrants during this lockdown period that has caused them great hardships. The
Archdiocese has been doing its level best to reach out help to them through the BMSSS.
Till to date, we have distributed Grocery Kits to about 11,500 families, and housed
the stranded migrants in five of our Archdiocesan institutions. But many more are
approaching us everyday for help. Unfortunately, our resources and funds are limited
and, therefore, we approach you to extend your support by supplying the groceries and
by making your generous financial contributions to alleviate the sufferings of our poor
brothers and sisters, especially their children. It is our Christian duty and responsibility
to reach out our helping hands to them. Those want to donate Groceries, please send
them to The BMSSS and Money to this Bank Account:



Address for sending food and other materials:

Rev.Fr. Joseph Naveen Kumar

Director

BMSSS (Bangalore Multipurpose Social Service Society)
#5, Nandidurga Road, 1%t Cross

Jayamahal Extension Benson Town Post

Bengaluru - 566 046

Mob.: 8296063631

Email: bmsss06@outlook.com/ Joshkumar30@gmail.com

You may also send your financial contributions to:

Your contributions can be made via NEFT/Bank Transfer/ Cheque or DD in favour
of:

Account Name: BMSSS DISASTER RELIEF FUND

Account Number: 0429101042584

IFSC CODE CNRB0000429

Canara Bank, Benson Town

Bengaluru - 560046.

| also appreciate the efforts of other Religious Congregations and NGOs who are
reaching out to the poor, immigrants and slum dwellers with food packets and other
help. May God bless us in our continued efforts to come to the aid of the poor in this
Year of the Poor in our Archdiocese.

May | once again strongly appeal to all of you to follow the Directives of the
Govt., the Police and the local Authorities to combat collectively to contain the spread
of the Coronavirus.

With best wishes and God’s blessings,

Yours in Christ,

-‘!’@}J—'\?’

+ Peter Machado
Archbishop of Bangalore


http://bmsss06@outlook.com/
mailto:Joshkumar30@gmail.com

ANNEXURE |
BLESSING OF HOMES AT EASTER

Head: + In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.
(An appropriate Opening Hymn can be sung)

1. Gathering Prayer:

Head: Almighty God and Loving Father of us all, together as a family, we ask you to bless our
home so that all our actions, conversations and attitudes towards one another may always be
inspired by you and that our home may be protected from all kinds of danger and evil. May
your

blessings continue to pour down upon this home and upon all who are gathered here; and may
our home be enriched with love, memories, grace and peace. We ask this through Christ our
Lord.

All: Amen.

2. Gospel
Head: A Reading from the Gospel according to St. John (20: 19-22)

All: Glory to you, O Lord!

Head: On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the
disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, "Peace
be with you." When he has said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, even so | send you." And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit."

The Gospel of the Lord.

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
(A brief Pause. Members can share their reflections)

3. Intercessions:
Response: LORD BLESS OUR HOME AND OUR FAMILY.
e Heavenly Father, we thank you for all the blessings you have given us during the past

year. We look up to you for protection and care in the days to come. R/-

e Lord, often we have hurt each other in this home by our thoughtlessness and
selfishness. We ask for your grace so that we may be a little more concerned about the
good of all present here. R/-

e Lord, be our comfort in our sadness, heal us when we are hurt and be by our side
when we feel lonely and rejected. R/-

e Lord, with the power of the Holy Spirit, you filled the house where the disciples were
gathered; send the same Spirit upon us with the gifts of peace and joy. R/-

(The Head of the family invites each member to offer a prayerful intention. Prayers are also to
be offered for the parish community and the deceased family members).




4. 'Our Father' and 'Hail Mary*

Head: Let us now reject all selfishness & every kind of sin and, as a family, follow Jesus as
our Light and our Life. We shall say one 'Our Father', one 'Hail Mary' and 'Glory Be".

(All recite the Prayers)

5. Prayer of Blessing

Head: Let us now pray that the Lord will enter our home and bless it with his presence.

May the Lord always be here among us, deepen our love for each other, share in our joys,

and comfort us in our sorrows. May our home be a place of love, filled with the goodness of
the Lord.

(By making a Sign of the Cross says):

We bless this house + In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen

(The Head now sprinkles Holy Water on the Altar, on all present & all over the house).
While s/he is doing it, an appropriate hymn can be sung. (‘I have decided to follow Jesus’ or
‘Showers of blessing’)

(After the Blessing the Home)

Head: Now let us invoke the Blessings of God upon us.

(Either the Head of the Family blesses each family member with the Sign of the Cross on the
forehead, or all the members of the family bless themselves with the Sign of the Cross saying):
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

A Hymn can be sung to conclude the Blessing Ceremony.



ANNEXURE II

POLICY DIRECTIONS AND SPECIFIC PRACTICES
FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF
BANGALORE AS REGARDS THE ADMISSION AND FEE COLLECTIONS OF
CATHOLIC STUDENTS

1. Affordability

All Catholic schools, colleges and other educational institutions shall assume the responsibility
for the education of the poor Catholic and the marginalized, as an essential part of our
contribution to build an inclusive and just society. No one from the option groups (Christians,
SC/ST, OBC) should be denied admission purely for economic reasons. Our fees should be
such that they are affordable to a majority of our preferential groups.

STRATEGIES
Fees
a. The fees should not be increased beyond 10-15% in a given year, unless a steep hike in
salaries of the staff warrant a higher percentage. The Government directives in this
matter are to be followed.
b. The School has to ensure that Govt. Scholarships are obtained and the educational
policies are implemented.
c. The Students could be given scholarships. These scholarships could be broadly grouped
as: Remunerative Scholarships / Endowment; Academic Excellence Scholarships /
Merit Scholarships.

1) Remunerative Scholarship
a. Given at the time of admission to deserving students with special focus on poor
Catholics and other target groups.
b. The students could be grouped into different categories based on their economic
condition. The amount may vary from place to place (urban to semi-urban and
rural) and from school to school (ICSE, CBSE and State Board).

2) Academic Excellence Scholarship / Merit Scholarship
a. Given in recognition of the students’ performance. It will be available to students
only from the second year in an institution.
b. Economically weaker students with excellent academic performance could be
given this scholarship rather than the remunerative scholarship, in order to boost
their image and confidence.

Quantum of Scholarship
All the deserving students who meet the eligible criteria as per this policy may avail themselves
of the fee concessions in our Institutions as follows:-
I.  The scholarship amount could be 20% - 50% of the prescribed fees, e.g. 50% of the fees
for the candidate whose parents’ income is below 2.5 lakhs per year, 30% if below 3
lakhs and 20% if below 3.5 lakhs etc.
ii. The remaining amount needs to be collected from the students.
iii. The remunerative scholarship could be given by December every year.
iv. The financial help thus provided should from part of the institution’s expenditure.
v. The practice of waiving fees should be done away with.



2. ACCESSIBILITY

Catholics

All Catholics are admitted to our schools, on their essential merit that they are Catholics. We
exercise the great responsibility to provide special care for the growth and well-being of our
Christian students, and among them, the socio-economically deprived, mentally challenged
and differently abled, and children of the neighbourhood.

STRATEGIES
Catholics should have priority access to our institutions.
I. At the time of admission, priority should be given to the Catholic children of the
neighbourhood.
ii. When there is heavy pressure for admission, children residing within a radius of 3 kms
could be admitted on priority.

3. OPTION GROUPS

Catholics, Dalits, Tribals, rural poor, slum dwellers, migrants, child labourers, unorganized
labour, etc. are our option groups. We make available to them well-qualified teachers, who
understand their culture and background and are committed to them. Having been educated
and empowered, these option groups in their turn, will then contribute to build a just, humane
and democratic India.

STRATEGIES

1. No Catholic / Christian should be denied admission. The others from option groups
(OBC, SC/ST) should be adequately considered.

2. In case of need the quota for Christian students could be extended beyond 50%

3. Special care should be taken, especially in the High School and the PUC, to empower
the academically weaker students from the option groups by evolving a creative system
of teaching / tutoring / mentoring in consultation with the staff and the students.

4. So as to attract and encourage Catholic students to frequent our Catholic
Schools/Colleges, an incentive with concession of about 5 to 10% in initial fees may be
given to Catholics at admission time to those who request it.

5. As the Church is eminently Pro-Life, from among the Catholics, if the second child
from the same family studying in the same school (who is poor and deserving), he/she
may be extended 20% concession in all the fees, 3rd child 30% and 4th child in school
free, if such concessions are requested.

6. Provision has to be made for the very deserving cases, such as children of the widows
and the terminally ill / bedridden of the earning member of the family, to pay the fees
in two / three instalments.

7. A common application form for concession to be prepared along with the proofs like
income certificate / salary certificate / BPL Card etc. The signature of the Parish Priest
may also be taken in the Concession form.

Yours in Christ,

R

+ Peter Machado
Archbishop of Bangalore



